
FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR HOPENET AND ITS CONGREGATIONS 

Now that the UC Assembly will not be asked to reconsider its decision on marriage, HopeNet (HN) 

has committed to finding a way to continue to support its congregations towards fulfilling their 

mission in taking the gospel to their communities. 

After listening to congregations and considering their needs, HN Executive has discussed a number 

of ideas on a future direction. With this in mind the following options/proposals are offered 

1. Any, including HopeNet congregations may join the Missional Non-Geographic Presbytery 

(MNGP) which should be operational by July 1st 2019 

a. Belonging to the MNGP means that pastoral oversight, ministerial placements, 

congregational reviews and Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) matters are 

managed at the presbytery level. 

i. A full description of presbytery responsibilities can be found in the 

constitution (Div 3, Government and Administration, Part B, The Presbytery) 

and more fully in the Regulations (Responsibilities of the Presbytery, 3.1.3) 

at https://assembly.uca.org.au  

ii. Belonging to the MNGP means that congregations will have access to the 

structures and resources of Synod in areas such as property, insurance, 

ministerial stipends and mission resourcing. 

iii. A full description of Synod responsibilities can be found in the Regulations 

(Responsibilities of Synod, 3.1.5) at https://assembly.uca.org.au 

b. It is expected that a large number of congregations will join the MNGP.  Amongst 

these congregations there is already, and would continue to be, a difference of 

emphasis consistent with their 3D, Grace and HopeNet “DNA”.  Some think that 

networks may be dissolved with the introduction of more presbyteries, however HN 

congregations generally, and HN Executive, believe it wise for HN to continue.  The 

MNGP leaders share this view. 

i. One way of achieving this would be to become a presbytery in its own right.  

This would involve significantly more planning. 

ii. HopeNet can operate as a network under the auspices of the MNGP.   

c. Belonging to the MNGP maintains a congregation’s place within the structures and 

the councils of the UC.  Congregations may choose to see this as a temporary 

measure until clearer relationships are built with ACC and/or other networks. 

2. Congregations can declare that they identify with the Assembly of Confessing 

Congregations (ACC) as an alternative assembly for their spiritual, theological and 

relational leadership. 

a. This would be responding to the resolution of the September 2018 ACC meeting to 

determine that, until such time as the Assembly of the UCA repents of its apostate 
decisions and returns to the faith of the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, as 

that faith is described in the Basis of Union, the Assembly of Confessing 

Congregations humbly, and in dependence upon God alone, offers to Congregations 

the role of a replacement Assembly in matters vital to the life of its Confessing 

Congregations.  

b. By implication congregations would not consider themselves under the authority 

and oversight of the UC Assembly in matters vital to the life of the church, that is, in 

matters of faith as declared in the Basis of Union. 
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c. ACC Chair, Hedley Fihaki will be at the Feb 7 meeting and will expand on the work 

done by ACC in recent months and what it can offer as a replacement assembly.  

This may be useful for HN congregations for whom the oversight of the UC Assembly 

is no longer tenable. 

3. HopeNet Executive and some congregations have investigated making connections with or 

joining other networks.   

a. Two such networks that have been joined by, or are being considered by, HN 

congregations are CrossLink and Southern Cross. 

i. CrossLink offers a theological statement, indemnity insurance, pastoral 

support, protection under the discrimination laws.  Details of this network 

are available on their website http://crosslinknetwork.com.au  

ii. Southern Cross Association of Churches offers a list of values and a 

statement of faith, and protection under the discrimination laws.  Details of 

the network are available on their website 

http://southerncrossnetwork.org.au  

b. Other possibilities of network or denominational affiliations have been mentioned.  

Two, of a no doubt longer list, are 

i. The Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches.  Further details are on 

their website at https://www.fiac.org.au/#home  

ii. The Sydney Anglican Diocese has made provision for churches to affiliate.  

See webpage at https://www.sds.asn.au/affiliated-churches-ordinance-

2005-consolidated  

HopeNet will continue to walk with and support its congregations through these decisions but each 

congregation is responsible to make its own decision on the matters discussed above.  The HopeNet 

Executive encourages its congregations to prayerfully consider all the options and seek the Spirit’s 

leading in their circumstances. 

Accordingly, the following is presented. 

That HopeNet as an entity and its congregations accept the following as options. 

1. Affirm that the Congregation is the embodiment in one place of the One Holy Catholic and 

Apostolic Church, worshipping, witnessing and serving as a fellowship of the Spirit in Christ. 

2. Acknowledge our inability to be bound by or subject to the current decisions of the UC 

Assembly 

3. Move from the current presbytery to the MNGP at least as a temporary measure while   

relationships with other entities become clear (noting the problems of identifying with the 

current Assembly).  

4. Accept the offer of ACC’s concept of an alternate notional Assembly in spiritual and doctrinal 

matters also as a temporary measure (noting the need for a proper formation of such an 

Assembly). 

5. Join networks such as CrossLink or SCAC (Southern Cross Association of Churches) 

6. HopeNet to continue in conversation with any other like networks or entities in the UCA, 

seeking the good of Christ’s church. 

 

 

Vision and Intent of HopeNet 

http://crosslinknetwork.com.au/
http://southerncrossnetwork.org.au/
https://www.fiac.org.au/#home
https://www.sds.asn.au/affiliated-churches-ordinance-2005-consolidated
https://www.sds.asn.au/affiliated-churches-ordinance-2005-consolidated


HopeNet is a network of churches which desires through their churches to show the glory of God in 

their communities.  

Thus together we: 

 

1. Encourage each other into outreach ministries that demonstrate the gospel of Jesus Christ in 

our communities and beyond. 

2. Affirm the Basis of Union. 

3. Seek to grow the church and its congregations by conversion and by planting churches. 

4. Further the life of the church and congregations through sincere worship and the 

sacraments. 

5. Welcome all people into the fellowship of the church who desire the company of Christ and 

His kingdom. 

6. Believe all can experience full salvation; the joy peace and identity with Jesus by justification 

and the transformation of character, desires by sanctification. 

7. Encourage congregations to undergird their life and ministry with prayer. 

8. Insists on preaching the Scriptures and the exposition of sound orthodox doctrine directly 

applied to our lives in order to nourish our people on Christ and His word and to guard them from 

false teaching and pseudo-gospels. 

 

 

 


